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 october environmental events

We’ll make your house 
as Fresh as a Daisy!

get it cleanget it clean
House cleaning by professionals

Call today for a free estimate.

440-0004

• Spring Cleaning
• Move-in—Move-out

• Gift Certificates

Add Beauty to Your Home

Serving Texas Since 1971
Stop by our showroom at 

4139 Felter Lane
385-9393
www.abcdoors.com

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE

• New Installation of 
   Garage Doors
• Fully Insured
• Showroom Open to the Public
• Broken Springs & Cable Specialist
• Commercial & Residential

FREE 
Estimates

How to get your environmental event listed: 
E-mail the listing information to editor@good-
lifemag.com (preferred). Or fax it to 512-474-
5725. Or mail it to PO Box 4400, Austin, Tex-
as 78765. To be considered for inclusion, items 
must be received by the 15th of the month. List-
ings are free & are published on a space-avail-
able basis.

Mondays 7-9pm free Save Barton Creek Assn. 
meets weekly to discuss important environmen-
tal issues of the day. The public is invited. Vinny’s 
Café, 1003 Barton Springs Rd. Or e-mail about 
how to get involved. Details: 480-0055 <sbca@
austin.rr.com> savebartoncreek.org.

Oct. 1-19 Applicants Sought for Texas Envi-
ronmental Excellence Awards: Since 1993, the 
Texas Environmental Excellence Awards have 
celebrated the hard work of Texans—citizens, 
communities, & companies that work together 
to champion environmental efforts. Winners will 
be honored at a gala event in Austin, hosted by 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quali-
ty & receive a feature video about their project & 
a beautifully designed poster by an acclaimed 
artist. Free applications can be fi lled out online. 
Deadline is Oct. 19. Details: 239-4745 <awards@
tceq.state.tx.us> teea.org.

Oct. 6 Sa 9-11:30am Ecology & Management 
of the Water Quality Protection Lands Guid-
ed Hikes: Parkhouse: Guided access is avail-
able on 2 of the City’s Water Quality Protec-
tion Land properties 1st Sa each month. Led by 
trained & enthusiastic volunteers, participants will 
learn about the connection these wildlands have 
with water quality, the natural & cultural history of 
these properties, & how & why the City of Aus-
tin is managing them. This month, hike the Low-
er Barton Creek Management Unit (Parkhouse 
tract) located near the Austin Zoo west of the Oak 
Hill “Y.” Details: 263-6437 ci.austin.tx.us/water/
upcomingevents.htm.

Oct. 13 Sa 9am-noon free Seasonal Highlights 
of the Bull Creek Preserve: Part of the 2007 Bal-
cones Canyonlands Preserve Hike & Lecture Se-
ries, this hike will point out some of the season-
al highlights of the Bull Creek Preserve includ-
ing fall blooming fl owers, identifi cation of trees 
by their seeds, & looking for migrating as well 
as year-round birds. A strenuous hike & partic-
ipants should be capable of hiking up & down 
rugged slopes off the trail. Participants must wear 
closed-toe shoes appropriate for hiking. Partic-
ipants should bring water to stay hydrated & a 
snack or energy bar if needed. Limited to 25 in-

dividuals ages 12 years & up. 6701 Lakewood Dr. 
Details: balconescanyonlands.org/oct.html.

Oct. 13 Sa 10am-4pm Austin Green City Festi-
val: 1-stop bonanza of green information wrapped 
in fun, music & interesting activities for the entire 
family & the Austin Farmers’ Market featuring a 
chef’s demo, veggie valet, bike valet & farmer pro-
duce “rest stops” along the “green pathway” be-
tween the market & city hall. Everything you want 
to know about energy, water & resource effi ciency 
will be on display. Enjoy educational talks, hands-
on workshops & an interactive Kids Korner. Also, 
see the latest in emerging green technologies & 
even register for a WaterWise Honda automobile 
giveaway. City Hall, 301 W. 2nd St. Details: 236-
0074 ci.austin.tx.us/greencityfest.

Oct. 19-28 Natural Building Colloquium In-
vitation: A total immersion networking, knowl-
edge gathering & inspirational event in the spir-
it of strengthening & expanding the community 
of natural builders with the vision of a lifestyle & 
building culture that could repeat itself indefi nite-
ly thru successive generations. Come 1 weekend, 
2 weekends or all 10 days. Quiet Valley Ranch, 
3876 Medina Hwy. Kerrville. Details: 478-9033 
naturalbuildingtexas.org.

Oct. 20 Sa 9-11am free GreenGirls Breakfast 
Meeting: GreenGirls is a network of powerful 
women who care deeply about the environment 
& know that we are more powerful when we feel 
healthy, strong, balanced & connected with na-
ture. We schedule fun & interesting outdoor activ-
ities & welcome ideas for future outings. Be part 
of our network & have fun with us. Meets 3rd Sa 
each month. Please RSVP. Check web site for lo-
cation. Details: Joni Gilton 440-1806 <network@
greengirls.net> greengirls.net.

Oct. 26 F 6:30-8:30pm Austin Sierra Club Meet 
& Greet: Join the club for food, drink & live mu-
sic. This is a very informal get-together open to 
both members & non-members. Learn about the 
Sierra Club, how to get involved in our environ-
mental efforts, & share dinner with fun, environ-
mentally aware diners. Central Market, 40th St. & 
N. Lamar. Details: Gail 293-0388 <gshevick@ya-
hoo.com> texas.sierraclub.org/austin.

Oct. 27 Sa 9am-4pm free Austin Cave Festival: 
With booths, hands-on activities, & prizes. Come 
visit 2 caves & see how water gets to Austin-ar-
ea aquifers. See real arrowheads, enjoy a Hal-
loween storytime, nature performers, & a tree-
climbing demonstration. Visitors will also learn 
about local creeks & what steps you can to take 

to protect them. Village of Western Oaks Karst 
Preserve. La Cresada & Davis Ln. Details: 282-
8441 bseacd.org.

Nov. 19 M 6-10pm Save Barton Creek Associ-
ation 37th Annual Conservation Awards Cele-
bration: Snacks & refreshments, open to the pub-
lic (Bring friends & families!), contributions wel-
come. Zilker Clubhouse, 200 Zilker Clubhouse 
Rd. Details: 480-0055 <sbca@austin.rr.com> 
savebartoncreek.org.

Austin CarShare: Carsharing is a service that pro-
vides members with 24-hour access to a fl eet of 
cars & a truck on a per-hour & per-mile basis. The 
service is available to new members after orien-
tation. Gas, insurance, parking, maintenance & 
roadside assistance are all included in price of 
usage. It reduces traffi c, improves air quality, pro-
motes sustainable economic development, in-
creases the number of transportation options & 
improves the quality of life in Austin by providing 
access to carshare vehicles. Vehicles are available 
at 2nd & Colorado; 4th & Congress; 23rd & San Anto-
nio adjacent to the UT campus; & Fresh Plus at 43rd 
& Avenue H. Details: austincarshare.org.

AustinEcoNetwork: Subscribe to this free, mod-
erated listserve for info about Austin & the envi-
ronment, including events, political actions, jobs 
& networking. Send message with subject “sub-
scribe” to <AEN@AustinEcoNetwork.org>. De-
tails: Brandi Clark 477-3311.

Austin Electric Vehicle Buyers Group: An or-
ganization whose objective is to enable mem-
bers to purchase practical, affordable all-electric 
vehicles by aggregating a market in Austin of at 
least 100 buyers. Approximately a dozen compa-
nies already produce EVs with a 100-mile range, 
excellent acceleration, & all the safety features & 
amenities of a conventional car. We believe that 
an order of 100 EVs (of a common design) could 
bring the selling price down to under $30,000. 
Register on-line. Details: <info@austinevbuyers.
org> austinevbuyers.org.

Austin Freecycle Network: Where one per-
son’s trash is another person’s treasure. The 
goal is to reduce waste by connecting people 
who are throwing away unwanted items with oth-
ers seeking these items (& have a little fun in the 
process). No item too big or too small, but all 
items must be 100% freely offered. No money, 
no trading, no barter & no strings attached. De-
tails: freecycle.org or groups.yahoo.com/group/
AustinFreecycle.

Austin Water Utility Joins EPA’s WaterSense: 
WaterSense helps conserve water for future gen-
erations by providing information on products & 
programs that save water without sacrifi cing per-
formance. In Austin, the average family of 4 peo-
ple uses about 9,000 gallons of water every month. 
Every average household that adopts water-effi -
cient products & practices could save 30,000 
gallons a year. Soon you’ll start seeing products 
with WaterSense labels. These products will save 
at least 20% on water compared with tradition-
al products, just as Energy Star labeled products 
save electricity. Details: epa.gov/watersense.

Central Texas Sustainable Indicators Project: 
This nonprofi t, nonpartisan organization provides 
hard facts on sustainability of the economy, envi-
ronment & social equity, allowing us to make re-
gional tactical & strategic decisions to move us in 
the right direction. For copies of its Fifth Annual 
Report & details: Jim Walker 223-7774 <director@
centex-indicators.org> centex-indicators.org.

City of Austin Environmental Links: The Aus-
tin City Connection web site’s home page now 
has a link that takes you to a page that lists all the 
city’s environmental programs & services, speak-
ers bureaus, rebates, loans, giveaways, garden-
ing, conservation, endangered species & much 
more. Use it to learn more about earth-wise is-
sues & fi nd tips on how to become an environ-
mental steward in your home or business. Details: 
ci.austin.tx.us & click on Environment.

Design.Build.Live: Formerly the Sustainable 
Building Coalition, the group incorporated as a 
nonprofi t organization has expanded its mission 
to refl ect a goal to facilitate the incorporation of 
sustainability into every aspect of people’s lives. 
While sustainable building will remain of central 
importance in our educational efforts, all aspects 
of a more sustainable lifestyle will be part of the 
mission. DBL offers periodic site visits to view 
sustainable buildings. Details: Gayle Borst 478-
9033 designbuildlive.org.

Double Rebates on Clothes Washers: For a limited 
time, Austin Water Utility’s Conservation Program is 
doubling rebate amounts for qualifying clothes wash-
er purchases made thru Sept. 30—you could get up 
to $200 back! The list of clothes washer models eli-
gible for rebate has narrowed to include only the top 
tiers of effi cient machines. In conjunction with this 
change, double rebates will be offered all summer 
long. Most area retailers have been informed of pro-
gram changes & have applications available, or you 
can download the latest version. Details: 974-2199 
ci.austin.tx.us/watercon/sfwasher.htm. g




