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Steve Beers (�Heroes of Cli-
mate Change�) is a writer, ed-
itor and researcher with a pas-
sion for the environment. He 
reports on the interface be-
tween technology and na-
ture for such publications as 
E: The Environmental Maga-
zine, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
magazine, and Environmental 

Design + Construction. A thirty-year resident of 
Austin, Steve says, �I�m proud that so many in our 
city choose to make a positive difference.�

Freelance writer Beth Gou-
lart (�Where the Dogs Are�) 
learned about � yball while re-
searching energy outlets for 
Moxie, her own ball-crazy Bor-
der Collie. Moxie stayed home 
while Beth reported this story, 
but she might get to try it her-
self one day. This is Beth�s � rst 
story for The Good Life. 

Michelle Moon Reinhardt 
(�Best Foot Forward� and �Time 
to Heal�) has bunions on both 
feet from years of wearing high 
heels as a television report-
er, while lugging video equip-
ment. These days, you�re more 
likely to � nd her wearing � ip-
� ops. Moon Reinhardt is a free-
lance journalist, television pro-

ducer and owner of New Moon Productions.  

Correction
The telephone number for the Lone 

Star Hoops Basketball Camp listing in 
the “The Summer Camp Guide” pub-
lished the April edition of The Good 
Life was incorrect. The correct number 
is 512-528-9705. 

For many years we have devoted extensive 
coverage to the environment, renewable ener-
gy, conservation of energy and water, health 
and wellness, and other facets of sustainable 
living, always with a strong focus on what’s 
happening locally. In publishing Steve Beers’ 
two-part series on climate change that fi nish-
es in this edition we have raised our vision 
of sustainability to encompass a global per-
spective. 

“Welcome to Planet Greenhouse” in the 
June edition zeroed in on the Austin Climate 
Protection Plan adopted by the 
City Council in February, what’s 
being done to implement it, and 
how the plan is being judged by 
those in the know. Beers’ ac-
companying story in that edi-
tion, “Global Warming: Real or 
Hot Air?” explored the dire con-
sequences of what lies in store for 
the planet if drastic action isn’t 
taken to offset the worst effects of an increas-
ingly hotter climate.

In this edition’s “Climate Contrarians 
Wage ‘Info-Wars’” Beers reports  that the 
scientifi c debate is essentially over and hu-
man activity is without doubt causing climate 
change. A few scattered contrarians are nev-
ertheless still waging a war of words about 
whether our day-to-day ways of living are 
changing the climate for the worse. But the 
scientifi c jury, after decades of study and de-
bate, has delivered an undeniable verdict. 

So what do we do about it? 
President Bush is not addressing climate 

change. Among his many sins of omission 
is that he would not agree to the goal estab-
lished in the Kyoto Protocol to reduce green-
house gases that are the principal cause of 
climate change. And his latest strategy—an-
nounced last month just before the leaders 
of the world’s eight major industrialized na-
tions met to address climate change—oppos-
es setting strict targets for greenhouse gas re-
ductions because that would “damage the US 
economy.” He wants industries to enact vol-
untary measures. 

Do you suppose the president means in-
dustries like Exxon Mobil Corporation? The 
world’s largest oil company has for years been 
a leader in funding the disinformation cam-
paign on global warming. Exxon Chairman 
Rex Tillerson recently sidestepped the prob-
lem, saying, “The jury is still out on climate 
change.” He might as well be mogul Gordon 
Gekko in the movie Wall Street proclaiming 
that “greed is good.” Nor will Exxon invest 
any of its exorbitant petrodollar profi ts in re-
newable energy.

The state agency that’s supposed to be pro-
tecting the Texas environment certainly isn’t 
addressing climate change. As Robert Single-
ton reports in his environmental column in this 
edition, the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality has just approved TXU En-
ergy’s application for the Oak Grove power 
plant that will burn low-grade lignite coal—
despite explicit fi ndings that plant emissions 

would not meet air quality standards. Oper-
ation of this plant will harm public health 
through emissions of mercury and other pol-
lutants and will wipe out the progress that 
Austin-area governments have made over the 
past fi ve years toward meeting federal clean 
air standards for ground-level ozone, the pri-
mary indicator of smog. 

The Oak Grove approval also fl ies in the 
face of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s proposal to strengthen standards for 
ground-level ozone. The Austin fi ve-country 

region, currently a “near-nonat-
tainment area,” would not like-
ly be able to meet the new stan-
dard—even if the Oak Grove 
power plant is not built. The 
EPA wants us to have healthi-
er air to breath—and by the way 
do something meaningful to ad-
dress climate change—while 
our so-called state environmen-

tal agency does its damnedest to help TXU En-
ergy make air quality even worse.

Governor Rick Perry isn’t helping to ad-
dress climate change either. In fact, he’s gone 
out of his way to harm the environment. He 
issued an executive order to fast-track power 
plant approvals—an order that was ultimately 
overturned by the courts. More recently he ve-
toed House Bill 3457. This bill would have pro-
hibited school buses from idling while parked 
on a school campus or school event more than 
the minimum time necessary to heat or cool 
the bus before departure. Why the veto? In a 
press release issued by the governor June 15, 
he says, “I believe educators should be focus-
ing on more pressing priorities.” Apparently 
Perry thinks that taking even the simplest prac-
tical steps to reduce air pollution from school 
buses is much too onerous. The smokescreen 
blowing out of the governor’s offi ce is thick-
er than the venomous black soot that pours out 
of school bus tailpipes.

In short, our elected national and state 
leaders are sleepwalking through what scien-
tists agree will be the greatest man-made di-
saster of all time. Their shortsighted approach 
to protecting the status quo ignores the fact that 
if action isn’t taken quickly to reduce green-
house gases—if it isn’t already too late—we 
will soon reach the point of no return and the 
global climate will be irreparably damaged, 
not to mention human, animal and plant life.

Fortunately a lot of people in Austin are 
wide awake and doing what our elected lead-
ers are either too stupid or too corrupt to do. 
These people are doing what they can with 
what they’ve got to address climate change. 
We call them “Heroes of Climate Change.”

We can only hope that if people like these 
take the lead, the leaders will wake up and fol-
low—the sooner the better. g

Ken Martin is mad as hell and he’s not go-
ing to take it anymore. You may e-mail Ken at 
editor@goodlifemag.com.

Austin rises to the challenge
of dealing with global warming




